Bannon 
subpoenaed 
in Mueller’s 
Russia probe 


Grand jury appearance 
may be used as leverage 
By Michael S. Schmidt 


NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — Stephen Bannon, President 
Trump’s former chief strategist, was subpoenaed 
last week by special counsel Robert Mueller to 
testify before a grand jury as part of the investiga- 
tion into possible links between Trump’s associ- 
ates and Russia, according to a person with di- 
rect knowledge of the matter. 

The move marked the first time Mueller is 
known to have used a grand jury subpoena to 
seek information from a member of Trump’s in- 
ner circle. The special counsel’s office has used 
subpoenas before to seek information on 
Trump’s associates and their possible ties to Rus- 
sia or other foreign governments. 

The subpoena could be a negotiating tactic. 
Mueller is likely to allow Bannon to forgo the 
grand jury appearance if he agrees to instead be 
questioned by investigators in the less formal set- 
ting of the special counsel’s offices about ties be- 
tween Trump’s associates and Russia and about 
the president’s conduct in office, according to the 
person, who would not be named discussing the 
case. But it was not clear why Mueller treated 
Bannon differently than the dozen administra- 
tion officials who were interviewed in the final 
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Chief executive 
opens the door 


to GE breakup 


Flannery responds 
to news of $6.2b charge 


By Jon Chesto 
GLOBE STAFF 

Could the sun finally be setting on the General 
Electric empire? 

Chief executive John Flannery on Tuesday 
raised the prospect of ending GE’s long life as one 
of the world’s best-known industrial conglomer- 
ates by floating the idea of spinning off one or 
more of its remaining three core businesses into 
separately traded companies. 

The breakup of the company born in Thomas 
Edison’s labs is one of the more radical options 
Flannery is considering to reverse an alarming 
slide in GE’s stock price during a bull market. Al- 
though officials said they remain committed to 
Boston, the restructuring idea raises the prospect 
that GE could wind up a very different company 
than the one state and city officials wooed here in 
2016. It is set to move into a new headquarters 
complex in Fort Point over the next few years. 

“The conglomerate model . . . that’s going the 
way of the dodo bird,” said Nick Heymann, an an- 
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Democrats ponder a GOP strategy 


Pushed to take a harder line, the party 
considers forcing a government shutdown 


By Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 
WASHINGTON — Democrats, 
whose brand as a party is based on 
government’s potential to positive- 
ly affect lives, are seriously contem- 
plating a government shutdown for 
the first time since Republicans 


won back Washington in last year’s 
elections. 

Spurred on by a fired-up base 
who have declared themselves “the 
resistance” and the historically low 
approval ratings of President 
Trump, Democrats are now consid- 
ering withholding their votes to 


fund the government until they get 
a deal to protect young unauthor- 
ized immigrants brought to the 
country as children. 

The government shuts down 
Friday at midnight if Congress 
doesn’t act. 

“You know how many votes we 
usually got from Republicans when 
we kept government open or 
passed policies we thought were 
important?” Representative Steny 


> What you need to know about a 
shutdown. Evan Horowitz, B10. 


Hoyer, the second-ranking Demo- 
crat in the House, said Tuesday. 

“Zero? 

Hoyer held up a piece of paper 
with the names of 90 Republicans 
who voted against funding the gov- 
ernment and hurricane disaster aid 
in September. He argued that if Re- 
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‘These are reviews 
on victims of 
human trafficking 


Websites offer content written by customers of erotic massage parlors, 
making it easy to find sex traffickers. But prosecution is complex. 


‘aes 


JENIFER MCKIM/NEW ENGLAND CENTER FOR INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 


This house in Hadley was the site of a massage parlor that was busted after law enforcement followed a website trail. 


By Jenifer McKim and Phillip Martin 
NEW ENGLAND CENTER FOR INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

HADLEY — Prosecutors painted a squalid 
picture of what went on inside the little house 
on busy Russell Street: The Asian women were 
kept there night and day, providing sexual ser- 
vices for a fee, sleeping where they worked, 
and rarely venturing outside except to take out 
the trash. 

The customers themselves led law enforce- 
ment to the address in 2016, by writing de- 
tailed reviews of the services they received at 
Hadley Massage Therapy — services that went 


far beyond massage. On a controversial web- 
site called Rubmaps.com, they described their 
sexual experiences in detail, including how 
much they paid, what services they received, 
and their level of satisfaction with the women’s 
performance. 

“These are reviews on victims of human 
trafficking,” said Massachusetts Attorney Gen- 
eral Maura Healey, whose office led the investi- 
gation into the alleged sex traffickers who ran 
centers in Hadley, East Longmeadow, and 
Framingham. “It’s terrible, their depiction of 
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Massachusetts is unlikely to experience 
a false alarm about a ballistic missile 
because it has a very different protocol 
from Hawaii’s, the state’s emergency 
management director said. B1. 


A Navy doctor said President Trump did 
“exceedingly well” on cognitive screen- 
ing as part of his exam last week. A2. 


Three finalists, including a Lawrence 
school superintendent, were named 

for the new commissioner of elementary 
and secondary education. B1. 


Pope Francis begged for forgiveness for 
the damage done to children molested 
by priests as he opened a visit to Chile by 
addressing the scandal. A4. 


Shovel ready 
Wednesday: Snow and rain, ends in p.m. 
High 34-39. Low 18-23. 


Thursday: Sunny and cool, breezy. 
High 30-35. Low 21-26. 


Sunrise: 7:10 Sunset: 4:39 
Complete report, B15. 


‘We know they are 
all over the place. 


It is difficult 
to police.’ 


DONNA GAVIN, head of the 
human trafficking unit for the 
Boston Police Department 


not to call, a 
snow day. 
“Tt’s the 
worst part of 
the job,” said 


For all the anxiety about 
standardized test scores, 
achievement gaps, and teacher 
contracts, it’s still one of the 
diciest decisions any superin- 
tendent has to make: to call, or 


With snow days, they're 


always open to criticism 
School chiefs feel heat to make right call 


By Michael Levenson 
GLOBE STAFF 


ing’s commute. About 2 to 4 


inches is expected in the Boston 


‘The hardest 


thing... is 


area — hardly epic by New Eng- 
land standards. 

“The hardest thing in the 
world is whether to have school 
or not have school when there’s 
a couple of inches,’ Malone said 


Tuesday. “A ma- 
jor storm is easy 
to call. I won’t 
sleep a wink to- 
night.” 
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Hall of Famer Jo Jo White dies at 71 


The Celtics great was a seven-time All-Star and the MVP of the NBA Finals 
in 1976. His number 10 was retired by the team in 1982. C1, C3. 


Matt Malone, 
superintendent 
of schools in 
Fall River. “We 
get into this 
work to educate 
kids, and what 
do we do? We 
get in trouble 
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WHAT’S ON THE MENU FOR 2018 — 
Among the trends that restaurant insiders 
predict for this year: healthier selections 
(grains salad at Mida, left), higher-end quick- 
service spots, and unusual Asian food. G1. 


for making 
snow calls.” 
The pres- 


whether to have 
school or not 
have school 
when there’s a 
couple of inches.’ 


MATT MALONE 
Fall River superintendent 


sure, Malone said, is especially 
intense when the storm is rela- 
tively minor but arrives in the 
morning, like the one expected 
to disrupt Wednesday morn- 


A hard-liner 
who prides him- 
self on logging 
several winters 
without grant- 
ing a single 
snow day, Ma- 
lone said he will 
probably decide 
whether to can- 
cel around 4:45 
a.m. Wednes- 
day after conferring with his 
chief operating officer and the 
director of public works. A can- 
cellation could delight children 
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